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I NUN DAY MORNING, DEC. 3. 1864.

jjjThe following members of Congress arrived yesterday
I lion. William Burksdale, of Mississippi; Hon. D. J. Bailey

ft aud lion. K. W Chustuin, of Georgia; Hon. G. A. 81mII
mous, Hon. J. J. Taylor, Hon. E. B. Morgan, aud Hon. Mr.

I Teller, (successor to Hon. Gilbert Dean,) of New York;
W lion. Moses li. Corwin, Hon. George Bliss, and Hon. \V. It.

Sapp, of Ohio; lion. J. (J. Allen and Hou. Richard Yates,
,j of IllinAs; Hon. John Dick, of Pennsylvania; Hon. Thus.

!'. A. Hendricks, Hon. John G. Davis, aud Hon. Norman

Eddy, of Indiana; Hon. Samuel C. Crocker, Hon. S. II.
' Walley, Hon. A. De Witt, and Hon. Tappan Wentworth, of

f Mussachusetts; HonYT. S. Bocock, of Virginia; Hon. John

-5Wheeler, Hon. William Murray, Hon. H. Pringle, Hon. S.

^ G. Haven, and Hon. D. T. Jones, of Nevr York Hon. Harry
Hibbard, of New Hampshire; Hon. Edward Ball, Hon.

J. L. Taylor, and Hon. J. Scott Harrison, of Ohio; Hon.

11. A. Kdmondson, of Virginia Don. James J. Lindley, of

1 Missouri; Hon. G. R. Riddle, of Delaware; Hon. Charles

jfe Ready, of Tennessee; Hon. M. 0. Trout, Hon. John Itob|
bins, jr., Hon. H. B. Wright, Hon. Ner Middleswarth, and
Hon. Joseph R. Chandler, of Pennsylvania; and Hon. 0.
S. Seymour, of Connecticut.
The following senators have arrived Hon. Messrs. Cass,

Sumner, Seward, Rockwell, George W. Jones, James, and
T oucey.

Orders for the President's message, in pamphlet form,
! will be received at Ibis oBico. The same win he reauy lor

delivery immediately after its presentation to Congress.

jn.A report reached us just as we were going to press that
the lion. Henry A. Wise hud been nominated for governor

i by the democratic State convention of Virginia.

J| FUSION.
Is the whig party merged in the incongruous medley of

t abolitionism, free-soilism, know-nothingism, &c., &C., &c.,
; ad infinitum, or are they all absorbed in the whig party?
' 1 Is whiggery the great menstruum in which they are to be

r fused and amalgamated into one harmonious mixture?

(Time ouly can unravel the mystery. It will be disclosed
when they come to act together in the legislatures of those
States where they have acquired the ascendency.

All experience proves that fusion in politics is but unother
name for confusion. There can be no consistent or

permanent action in political parties that is not based on

5 great fundamental principles recognised by all, or at least

a vast majority, of their members. We may be told that
i mankind arc governed by their interests, and are not disusedto deny that, as a general rule, this position is uot

fur from the truth but the different members of a coinuiu:

nity, or a State, or a confederation, have different interests;
and it rarely happens that they can be brought to act iu

j concert by the force of this bond alone. They require a

ji common consent, and this can only he found in a general
j* communion of opinion and principles having a nobler
\ origin than mere sordid personal interests.

Ambitious leaders, or those who aspire to lead, may be

exclusively, or partially, governed by interested motives
hut the great masses of the people neither covet nor aspire
to public honors or public offices. They are impelled by
certain fixed principles in their political action, and, though
often misled, always believe themselves right. If not wise,
they are holiest in their convictions, and if deceived soon

come to their senses. If, therefore, we are not greatly misj
taken, the late triumph of that incongruous medley, that

k undisciplined combination of imu, which is now nickfnamed the whig ]iartv, iu Pennsylvania and some other
C States that have heretofore rullicd under the stripes and
1 stars of democracy, will speedily lead to a defeat more dc§

cisive and disastrous than that brought on it by the almost

f- treasonable course of the old federal party during the late
& war with England, which forced it to the expedient of

H seeking shelter under an atiat to hide its delinquencies
and [>crj>etratc new ofl'cnces. This boasted victory is worse

(. than that of Pytrhus, and w ill not even require another to
undo them.

M{
It is impossible such a combination can long hold together.It is more unnatural than that of England, France,

nd Turkey. It is composed of moral antipathies quite as

reiiellant as chemical ones, which arc forbidden to nmalgaimate by an inflexible law of nature. You cannot mix oil
and v inegar even in politics. We, therefore, confidently
predict that this fusion of factions will speedily end in
utter confusion. If they attempt to ingraft their heterogeneousprinciples on the legislation of the States or the generalgovernment, the common sense of the whole country
will rise in mass and scatter the fragments of their different
factions to the w inds j and if they do not make the attempt,
the disappointed enthusiasts, of every grade and color of

, fanaticism, w ill fly oil'in a tangent, and each again set up
, for itself to perish in its own individual insignificance.
|Democrats us we are, wc almost regret the depth into which
i the old federal party has fallen. Previous to the late war

j with England it was a respectable party, under the conduct

J of distinguished leaders, identified with certain great prin|ciples which they were neither afraid nor ashamed to avow.

It marched up boldly to the uttack under its own banner,
wore its ow n proper uniform, and scorned any disguises.
The contests between the federalists and democrats were

for principles as well as power, and, instead of undermining,gave additional stability to the temple of freedom.
Hut iu an evil hour, and misled by evil counsel, the federalleaders took eitkt u-ith the enemy against their country,

an I their country never forgave them. Since then that party
has rapidly descended. It changed its name without changingits principles; or if it changed them at all, it was only
to adopt others, until, at last, and at this very moment, it

' is reduced to. the deplorable necessity of following the exampleof the petty Italian princes of the middle ages, and
calling to its aid the free companions," who paid no regardeither to the rights of individuals, the peace of socie-

ty, or the laws of the land. It has invoked to its assistancethe gorgun of fanaticism in all its varieties. It lias
appealed to every obliquity of the human mind, every excessof the passions, and every perversion of reason in one

!
'

vast final effort. We have now only to wait for its inevitableoverthrow.
'< THE COWAKDLY TURKS."

If anything connected with the bloody tragedy of Scbastopolcould be ridiculous, it would be the language of
British letter-writers and public journals applied to the
Turkish soldiers who deserted their guns in the late attackof the Russians on the batteries of the allied force6Theyare called "the cowardly Turks," arc stigmatised by
every epithet of opprobrium, and their conduct at Silistria
and in other encounters with'the Russians when defending
their own positions, bitterly contrasted with that before
Sevastopol.
Now, the w hole hiBtory of the Moslems proves they are

no cowards, from first to last.from the Crusades to the
later wars with Hungary, Germany, aud Russia.they have
proved equally luave with the bravest of their coaq>ctitors.
On all these occasions they have believed themselves fighting

in defence, of their religion, and their Prophet baa assuredthem that those who die in such a holy cause will be
at once placed in full possession of all the sensual delights
of the Mahouiedan Paradise. 11 not likely that they would
shrink from encountering a death which they were assured
directly led to eternal bliss. Accordingly, there is no race

of men, not even our Indiana, who meet death with greater
composure than the Moslems, whether it conies in the
shape of the bow-string of the Sultan, or a bullet on the
field of battle where they Micro themselves fighting in defenceof their ftiith.

This was the ease when defending the batiks of the Danube
on their own frontier.a position tbey could perfectly

comprehend. They were fighting under the flag of the

'resceut, iu defence of their own soil, end the scribes of

he allied powers have unsjuiriugly celebrated their gallant- '

y in the most enthusiastic terms. During all this period 8<'rf

he allied [lowers stood looking on without offering their rel"

.id, when it was most wanted. They were employed in 10 ^

ortifying the towns on the European side of the sea of y^1

larmosa and the Dardanelles; in occupying them w ith
'we ern,

heir troops; in virtually taking possession of Constuuti- -n y

tople, under pretence of protecting it from the Russians exCl

ind, in short, in placing a ring in the Mussulman's nose, ardi

hrough the agency of which they would be as much at! J" "

he mercy of the allied powers, in the event of their success, j.
is they would have been at the mercy of Russia with- t[id
>ut their protection. »oui

What is now the position of the Ottoman empire? The |'ie
Dunubiun principalities instead of being in the joint occu- ((

pation of Russia ai d Turkey, according to treaty, are now pge
# cupied by some lour hundred thousand Austrian.-), us fact

much the ancient enemies of the Turks us are the Russians, uvt"

Their presence effectually paralyzes the o[>eraticri8 of Oraer

Pasha, as is evident from his late inactivity ; and at this jnv,
moment it is a mooted point whether the Austrian army is tha

there as the cat's-paw of Russia, or as one of the protecting
powers watching over tho "integrity of tin Ottoman emPire-"hai
On the other hand, the Mussulman sees himself culled ma

from tho defence of his fireside, as it were, to a distant re- Coi

gion which long since pussed from the dominion of the °(
Sultan, tliero to fight. not for the Crescent, hut the Cross,
under a banner which lie has long considered not only
hostile, but the emblem of tliut infidelity which his religion

teaches him equally to abhor and despise. And for
what purpose is all this ? To gain possession of a mari- .

time statiou.not for hiui or for his benefit, but to be oc- ros

cupied, if such a thing be possible, by those in whose
hands it may be made more dangerous to the independenceof the Ottoman empire than if held by Russia.

It is under such a banner, in such company, und for ,or

such objects, the Mussulman is exacted to fight; and if he bt"

fails to exhibit his usual ardor when battling in defence of SU

his country and his religion, ho is branded with every epithet
of contempt and obloquy. The truth is, the eyes of the col

Mussulman begin to be opened to the true position of the Su

empire, which, in point of fact, is placed between hawk and
buzzard. They begin to seo thut, whichever party prevails,
they w ill bo the scape-goats, and that whoever dunces they je
must pay the piper. At this moment they doubtless be- thi
lieve they are sacrificing themselves before Sebastopol, not

in defence of the religion of the Prophet, or the rights of
his representative, but of those who, instead of protecting, rel

are now in fact calling on them for protection. Is it any tio

wonder, then, thnt under all these circumstances the Turljs t0

should have fought so bravely on the Danube, and run

away at Sebastopol ? In one case, if they fell, they were

sure of Paradise; in the other, their Prophet lias assured stn

them of eternal peditiou. °*
tin

BRILLIANT FEAT OF ARMS. Lu
One of the incidents in the last great battle of which we tin

have an account between the well-matched hostile armies dei

before Sebastopol is described as follows by the correspond- ^
cnt of the London Times: j
" As the Russian cavalry on the left of their line crown the no

hill, across the valley they perceive the Highlanders drawn up un

at the distance of some half mile, calmly waiting their ap- Dc
proach. They halt, and squadron after squadron fiies up ba
from the rear, till they have a body of some 1,500 men Dc
along the ridge.lancers, dragoons, and hussars. Then a I
they move « « eihclun in two bodies, with another in reserve, tin
The cavalry who have been pursuing the Turks on the right wa
are coming up to the ridge beneath us, which conceals our ria
cavalry front view. The heavy brigade in advance is drawn fat
up in two columns. The first column consists of the Scots utj
Grays and of their old companions in glory, the Enniskil- Htu
lens : the '2d of the fth roval Irish, of the 5tli dragoon tl,.
guards, and of the 1st royal dragoons. The light cavalry ha
brigade is on their left, in two divisions also. The silence is tin
oppressive; between the cannon-bursts one can hear the jn
champing of bits and the clink of sabres in the valley below. boi
The Russians on their left drew breath for a moment, and he
then in one grand line dashed at the Highlanders. The ground <]ir
Hies beneath their horses' feet. Gathering speed at every bil
stride, they dash on toward that thin red streak, topped
with a line of steel. The Turks lire a volley at 800 yards
and run. As the Russians come within COO yards, down goes
that line of steel in front, and out rings a rolling volley of
Miniw musketry. The distance is too great. The Russians
arc not checked, but still sweep onward with the whole force
of horse and man, through the smoke, here and there p|knocked over by the shot of our batteries above. With ^breathless suspense every one waits the bursting of the wave
upon the line of Gaelic rock ; but ere they came within 150 s"

yards another deadly volley flashes from the levelled rille and °*1

carries death and terror into tho Russians. They wheel CO
about, open files right and left, and fly back faster than they eh.
came. ' Bravo, Highlanders! well done,' shouted the ex- gu
cited spectators. Rut crents thicken. The Highlanders and etj
Iheir splendid front are soon forgotten men scarcely have a tin
moment to think of this fact that the 03d never altered their of
formation to receive that tide of horsemen. ' No,' said Sir gvColin Campbell, 'I did not think it worth while to form
them even four deep 1* the ordinary Uritish line, two deep, .^
was quite sufficient to repel the attack of these Muscovite

. ;. .
1 thichevaliers.

mi
This achievement on the part of Kir Colin Campbell and

his Highlanders was deemed so gallant a one as to he en- <;,
titled to the distinction of special commendation in general tin
orders as follows inl

General Ordern. OU
Headql-artkrs, Oct. 20, 1854. a s
[no. I.] vil

The commander of the forces feels deeply indebted to MajorGeneral Sir Colin Campbell for bis able and persevering j
exertions in the action in front of Halaklava on the 25th in-
stant, and he has great pleasure in publishing to the army
the brilliant manner in which the 03d Highlanders, under his
able direction, repulsed the enemy's cavalry. The Major
General had such confidence in this distinguished regiment l l"

that he was satisfied that it should receive the charge in line; in(
anil the result proved that his confidence was not misplaced, he

By order: nu
J. B. B. E8TCOURT, A. G.

We concur with tho British journals in applauding tbo da
gallantry nnd success of Sir Colin Campbell in thus re- ly
ceiving in line and rejielling a charge of cavalry.a, feat of str

arms which richly deserved tho mention of it in orders ^''

made by Lord Raglan. There is, indeed, no braver and
, cri

better officer than Kir Colin Campbell In tlie British or any
other service. raf
But the journals err in assuming, as some of them do, go

that it is without parallel in our day. The following ex- cle
tract from the public documents connected with tho battle uu

of Bucna Vista gives an account of a precisely similar
achievement; ;
" Wc had proceeded but a short distance when I saw a

large body of cavalry debouch from his cover on tho left of
tho position from which wo hnd retired, and advance rapidly
upon us. The Mississippi regiment was filed to the right,
..J (V,I in u.., ii... ii,,. i.,i;.r,.tin
a»Uva ..vruwv. ... ..uu 1..0 UH.«VH.U.W».V|
was formed on the bank of the ravine, in advance of our right1 ,ln

flank, by which a re-entering angle was presented to the ene- At
my. Whilst this preparation was being made, Sergeant-Ma- sai

jor Miller, of our regiment, was sent to Captain Sherman for de
one or more pieces of artillery from his battery. 001
" The enetny, who was now seen to be a body of richlycaparisonedlancers, came forward rapidly and in beautiful j,]forder.the files and ranks so closed as to look like a mass of (j(1

men and horses. Perfect silence and the greatest steadiness
prevailed in both lines of our troops as they stood at shoulderedarms awaiting an attack. Confident of success, and 'H

anxious to obtain the full advantage of a cross-fire at a short! "1

distance, I repeatedly called to the men not to shoot. 'cr
" As the enemy approached, his speed regularly ilimin- ho

ished, until within eighty or a hundred yards, ho hH(l drawn ni«

up to a walk and seemed about to halt. A few files (Ired ha
without orders, and both linos instantly poured in a volley so ha
destructive that the mass yielded to the blow, and the sur- for
Ivors fled." yy(
The officer of the American army who with such unpre- tht

tending simplicity thus describes ihe brilliant manoeuvre br<
which he himself commanded was, it is well known, the am

present Secretary of War, Col. Jefferson Davis. ,lir
kct

The Mississippi Free Trader, conducted by Edward (.|c
Picket, jr., esq., is oye of the ablest democratic papers of the
day, and contends with great force against tbo new secret 1
organization. ' Da

HON. O. W. JONES,
he Lincolu (Tentiesaee) Journal pays the following de- a
ed compliment to a most faithful, efficient, mid capable
esentative, whose ability, integrity, and strict devotion
etuocialic principles have stood the test of fourteen

. ! v
rs service;

Mr. Jones left home on last Monday for the seat of gov
'

cent, via the southern route. His many personal friends
Vaaliington will he pleased to see him in the enjoyment of
silent health and able to undergo the duties of the most
nous session. In this connexion it may be proper for us 1'
late, that, in answer to the iuturrogatory of many friends »

>re leaving homo as to whether he would be a candidate 0

re-election, we understand Mr. Jones has uniformly said u

I lie expected to be a candidate at the proper time, unless t

lething should intervene to satisfy him that a majority of .

district desire some other gentleman to represent them ; v
hat event he will not obtrude his name upon them.
Mr. Jones, at the close of his present term, will have
n fourteen years in Congress.how faithfully and satis-

g
:orily to his constituents the increased vote received at

ry succeeding election testifies.
We risk nothing in making the assertion that no man has v

lied himself more exclusively to his public duties, or en-

ed a more unbounded confidence from his constituents, 1

n Mr. Jones and we venture to say, at no time during his t

g career has the service of men of know n patriotism, un- t

iding integrity, and sound discriminating judgment, been 1
re required thau in the next Congress; and at no time )
re the people of this district, so far as we have any infor- ,

tion, expressed a greater desire to retain Mr. Jones in
tigress than in the next. Ilut our rr^Bers are well aware

all this, and we need not amplify upon the subject further
present." J

HON. A. U. STEPHENS. .

The Columbus Enquirer of the 23d ultimo says
' The numerous friends of this gentleman will be gratified
learn that he has entirely recovered from his late illness.
Jch confined him in our city last week, lie left for hi*
idence on Monday morning last."

THE ARCTIC DISASTER.
As a matter of justice to Mr. E. K. Collins, we make room

the following letter front his son. It is in reply to a

dement recently put forth by Mr. Dorian, late of the
amer Arctic:
I wish to uiako to you a few remarks relative to Mr.
iriun, with regard to my father's greeting hiui with
ugratulations and commendations of his good conduct,
ch is not the case, for my father did not even know
II until about ten days ago, when lie culled to see

r father in relation to his going out in tlio steamipAtlantic, when my father stated that lie had given orrsthat no person or persons that were of the crew of
j lute steamship Arctic were to be employed 011 any of tbe
pg of tbe Collins line, and ho could not deviate from that
ler. It was not until after my lather made the remark
tt Mr. Dorian made himself known to my father, who then
narked that his (Mr. Dorian's) case might bean excepn.Willi regard to the statement in Mr. Dorian's letter
the father of young Holland, in regard to the wines and
uors, and to which I10 says Capt. Luce took exceptions, I
ve from Capt. Luce's own lips what passed between Mr. Hornand himself, viz That the public had from his (Mr. D.'s)
dement formed the opinion that the ship was in the hands
the passengers, and that he should have known better
III to make such a report, knowing as I10 did that he (Capt.
ice) had, upon leurning that the firemen had broken into
j store-room containing liquor, ordered the store-keeper to

stroy all liquor on board of the ship.n very necessary
L'caution, 1 think you will agree with me. How Mr.
irian could Bhow or see that the bar was broken open,
cannot understand, as he stated to me that he did
t leave the deck after the accident or collision took place,
til he went to work upon the raft. With regard to Mr.
irian's letter to my father, I have to state that it was verilyanswered by my father, that he could not then give Mr.
irian a certificate of good conduct, unless he would procure
etter from Capt. Luce to that effect.my father remarking
it the only evidence he had of his having done his duty
.s from his own statement. What statements Mr. Hornmay have made other thnn those made by him in my
her's ollice, I know not; but this fact I do know, that
' father is not afraid of tho public knowing any correct
itements that may be made by any of the survivors from
a lute steamship Arctic. I believe the Collins Company
ve a right to instruct their agents to employ w homsoever
»y may think proper ; and one fact I beg leave to mention
relation to tile much-abused Mr. Dorian, that he shipped on

ard the Arctic to go the voyage as third offloer, and that
has been paid his wages in full, and lias also received, by
ections of my father, $50, and w ho also ordered liis tailor's
1 of $!i0 to he paid and charged to his private account.

Your obedient servant,
JOHN COLLINS, J*.

From the Luzerne Onion.
THE POLITICAL CLERGY.

We see in our exchanges that tho Rev. Robert 13. Hall, of
vmomh, who is the xnow-noiuing congressman eieci

im the lirst district in Massachusetts, lias commenced a

it for libel against Benjamin Lindsey, editor and propri>rof the New Bedford Mercury. Damages laid at $20,0.Certain articles in the edition of Saturday, the 11th,
urging Mr. Hall with the perpetration of a foul and disstingcrime while in his connexion w ith a religious socirin Roxbury, arc the grounds for the commencement of
» suit. Here we have a commencement of the production
the unwholesome fruits that must result from the cler'sentering the political lists.
Fhese clerical politicians claim much more consequence
in any other of our fellow-citizens, and deny the press
? right to criticize their conduct. They (most hlasphelusly,in our opinion) demand this or that, or remonstrate
ainst this act or the other, in the name of the Almighty
id and 110 other citizen or editor has a right to qncantheir views, or ask why do ye so. No, indeed, this is
idelity ; you must bow iu humble submission, and withta murmur, or be banished beyond the pale of hope by
lingle snort from the nostrils of one of these political diicdemagogues.
We would ask, What has the Church gained by descend$into the political ring? Have its minister.) added to
s cause of their Master by degrading themselves as elecmcercrsat the political hustings? Have they built up the
lurch and its holy mission by combatting with politics,and hugging with outstretched arms the slavering
ihriate in his cups, and persuading his addled senses that
was serving God and his country by opposing every

in who was not born here? We have heard most disstingde.tails of the course of reverend gentlemen on the
y of election at different polls in this county, particularinLehman and Hanover. The holy apostles were inuetedby their Divine Master to preach the Gospel. This
is the mandate of God on earth. Oh! how has the holy
lling been perverted Instead of the Gospel and Christ
reified, the pulpit has become the rosLriuu, in many of
i churches, for political discussion. The works of the
in of God have become the works of the artful demague.We could hope that, for the sake of religion, the
rgv would attend more to the 'piri'nal affairs of men,
d not so much to their temporal.
In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
d fifty-four we ran date the commencement of disasters
the cause of true religion that years and years of pious
ample will not rectify. Let the clergy disgrace themves,and who will rertre.aye, even respect the Church '

the political history of the country it is the first time
3 clergy have entered the arena of i>olitics. It is the first
ne the religious press has taken up the political cross,

c they to continue ? Let them look abroad at the thound.sand tens of thousands of men they have vilified and
famed and let thein reflect whether in this mad, wild
nrse they have served their Mas tor.
We do not deny the clergy the right to vote. We are

used to see this high privilege fully exercised but we do
ny their right to desecrate the pulpit with politics, and
i> their high calling by electioneering at the polls. There
a want of fitness and decorum in this which is alike un-

roming.and disgraceful. But the clergy have now cuedthe political field. We are proud to aay there are

norable and worthy exceptions and w e are hereafter to
let them, not as what they profess to be, but what they
ve become.politicians; and, therefore, when we shall
ve occasion to speak of them, they may not complain,
it is a result caused by their own imprudent conduct,

a see numbers of them have been candidates lor office
>y have been elected and they, in common w ith their
thren, must now look for the condemnation, censure,
d strictures of the press, that follow other politicians
ough i<11 parts of the State. The press, where it has spol-and this is daily.condemns in unmeasured terms the
rgy for the political course they have lately pursued.

fleroBTin fAiLonr..The Cherokee Insurance Bank at
Hod, Ua., is reported to have failed.

.BMP-.wmmgmamgmmm^gBBSm
Foe ibe Union- stea

lHMED NEUTRALITY LIGHT DRAUGHT WAR- han
HTKAMKRS THEIR ADAPTABILITY TO OUR NA- H
TIONAL DKFENC1 Ml|
' St vis fxicrm, ftara Osllo," 18 a trite but truthful adage, (feu

vhieh applies to nations as well ns to individuals. The erro

ower for retaliation or for stern resistance among the for- otis
uer as among the latter prevents aggression and forestalls
usult That the feebleness of our navy is such as to invite ^«th is admitted on all (ides. Among other patriotic
iresses, the Philadelphia North American had, some days ,j,
Ulce, a forcible editorial on the necessity of providing lor
ur national defence, if we would be respected, adducing
10 less uu authority than that of the "Father of his Couury,"whose apostolic w ord has warned us, on more than
ne occasion, that a rank is due to us among the natious

(vhich will be withheld by an exhibition of weakness.
Hut were we wanting in the teachings of his w isdom, the ^iccurrenceg of the few put>t week - would show us that u

pirit is abroad among powerful alliances that broods no

;ood to the safety and the w elfare of our country, and
vhich waits with an impatience undiaguisedly repressed
mt for a favorable opportunity to break forth in overt and

^lecided acts. Lord Clarendon has already intimated that
he purposes of the Anglo-French alliance look to the "u^vestern us well as to the eastern hemisphere. The London
Ierald has told us recently tliut grasping America would
>e made to craw l hack into her shell by the combined
xpiadrons of England and Franee; and even the cautious

^ ^-ouis Napoleon can, at this period of his entanglement,find
iucli wolf and lamb-like causes for complaint against tlie
government of the United States us the acts of Mr. Dillon '

:br the invasion of Sonora, and the address of Mr. SanleiH,a privateci/ueri, to the liberals of France. When the
.. , . ...... "tawater is thus made to "run up stream, their slops may not

lie long in running down our commerce, or in striking at 'jthat most vital point of the confederacy, the straits of
Florida. Wl

con
We would have pence.nay, more, we wunl it. Through

peace we conquer. We conquer with the olive held in the CI^
hands of pur commerce, extending East and West, to fold jt
the world. We conquer wealth and power with genius
and enterprise, and our institutions coiujucr for us the q
"God-speed" of the nations, and the hearts, and, with the
hearts, the hearths of the oppressed around us. But we tjle
shall have no peace, unless we can command it. We cannot j.iv
crave it, as a very few ofottr presses would feel disposed to do. jWomust buckle on the shield while the sword is yet un-

sheathed, and in thu scabbard it may remain. Assuming, t
then, that we must arm to some extent to ward off the lie- j j
cessity of having to arm on a gigantic scale, I will attempt jj
to throw out such suggestion!- us the observation of pass- j,.)
ing events has prompted me to venture, soliciting indul- Hj(
gence for my errors on the plea of my intentions. We CQl
cannot, in time of peace, incur the cost of an armament wj
which would run up by scores of millions our national

indebtedness;but we can, without great sacrifice, hold j
our own upon this continent. We should first guard ^
our gates, our roadsteads, extensive bays and inlets, and

(
our shallow coasts. We should, furthermore, provide for j
the protection of our islhtuinn commerce, through and
past our "mure c/ausum," the Gulf of Mexico then let our r

clippers loose, if necessary, and our [rontidtt. The recent cu)
operations of the allies have disclosed two facts: 1st, the im- j
portunce of the Minie rifle for various purposes of war; 2d, jtheadaptation of large shell-guns to light-draught steamers (j1(,
for warfare in shallow waters and intricate navigation. The j j
War Department has lately introduced into the service, with (v
commendable forecast and professional spirit, the French |*'
rifle drill, which will probably lead to the adoption by Q1
our militia of the improved tactics for a weapon eminently j
efficient in the hands of our countrymen. What the Minie
rifle is on hind, the new light-draught war steamer is on

pr(the sea.with this peculiarity, that both require that self-
reliance and individual during which are the churacter-
istics of our people. We have seen recently that the most
powerful naval armament that the world lias ever seen has
failed even to attempt a blow upon the Russian strongholds jinlite Baltic, and the allies have turned upon small steameraof six feet draught, aided by some floating batteries, to cn,
effect that which their superb first-rates of 131 guns have

u_,(
proved unable to perform. Well, our coast and our bays, j.
our sounds and inlets, our rjvcia, and, above all, the West ^
India islands, with the banks of the Bahamas, the reefs of
Florida, the Alacranes, and the Colorado?, all of a most ^
intricate navigation, afford a parallel to the Baltic, and pre- j
sent innumerable positions which the ships that form the
pride of Europe would find untenable if a proper system of ^ rdefence were adopted by us I suggest, therefore, that, in j
addition to steam line-of-battle ships.of which we are ulmostin total want, and the necessity for which on the high 0f
sc is. and for distant service, cannot he obviated bv any oilierJ gncraft.we construct vessels propelled by steam, of from ,|.(i
four to six feet draught, mounting each two of the heaviest

n0
columbiads which they can lie made to carry, and in
such numbers as the foresight of Congress may determine

r

and the probable danger toocr commerce render necessary.
To make their utility plain, let us suppose that a powerful
licet of the enemy were sent to the straits of Florida to cut ^
off our communications with the several isthmuses, block i ,

up our immense exports from the Mississippi, stop our

coasting trn<le between the Atlantic and tlx Gulf of Me*- (>i||
ieo, tuid menace our southern borders with depredation, or

with a descent of Cuba and Jamaica blacks. Could such g.
n fleet long live In the vicinity of two, five, or ten hundred
light-draught stcaiu vessels, carrying 10 or 11-hu h coluni-
biads, and manned by tlm Paul Jonese and Peoaturs who
would spring up from our navy and merchant service?
Finding a convenient retreat at Key West, the Tor- 1|(j(
tugas, the innumcrahle keys of Cuba, her shallow southern
coast, the Bahamas, the reefs of Florida, the A laeranes.
and Colorados, v\ hen over-matched, they would make a

dash the momentan opportunity presented itself of exhibitingtheir prowess.
It is true that at close ipiarters largo vessels-of-war ,

would have over these craft the advantage of high bulwarks.They are. however, not intended for such service.
but for attacking them nt a long range, and from those
shallow waters in which the positions I have mentioned so

much abound. It is also true that an equal number of
line-of-hattle ships of ours would dispose, in nil probability,
if we judge of the future by the past, of any fleet the one-

v

my might send across the Atlantic; but irhen would they
be built ? Very late, if ever.too late to answer the pur-

*

poses that a less costly and mora wieldy armnment would
almost instantly effect- the rigid police of our coasts and ol
its neighboring islands.

It Is well known that a shell, striking near the water- (il,,
line, may sink a ion-gun ship. This simple fart at once wi|
shows the formidable character of such an armament for
coast defence, especially for such coasts as those of our

southern States, so deficient in deep harbors, or for those
of the West Indies, where, although there are good harbors, I
there are also good banks and sounds, and numerous reefs era
and keys, with the most entangled navigation, inaccessible Sot
to any but craft of this description. Their advantages orn

and peculiarities are, that they can be constructed in No'
one month to any extent, in all parts of the I'nited the
States. They would float down the Ohio and the mo
Missouri, and spring forth simultaneously from every (pit
creek and bay of our extensive territory. Tbc range ol ear

their armament being greater and their draught less than wo
that of the enemy, they would inflict injury oftencr than the
they would receive it. Their fire being a f/eur d'tau, would con
make sad havoc in the hulls of tlu ir antagonists, while out

they would scarcely present a target lor their broadsides. itst
In a naval combat the fire of 50 or 100 such gun-boats, by
concent ml eil upon the advanced -hip of the enemy's squad- pri
run, would sink her before she could bring more than her bit
chase guns to bear upon them. In lujtporl of a fort, or us

overtopping works, they might often answ er as a water or frit
Hanking buttery, and in tile attack'of fortresses they could wo

take a position inaccessible to target ships. I or the trans- ant

pol lution of an army from one point of the coast to another, qm
or from the contineut to any of the neighboring islands, ant

they woultl be invaluable, as they could avoid or give bat- thi
tie at will, thus Imllliug intervening squadrons, land tro<>p$ car
with and afford them, whilst they landed, the .very to
best protection all this with the speed, certainty, and reg- Tie
ularity of steam navigation. They could be more easily rig
officered nnd manned than vt-«els of larger size, and their acl
crews, from the nature of tie service, could be relieved of- tier
truer than those ot the latter. In fine, they are such as to few
give us ill the hands of our seamen, and at a very short no-1 Tin
tier, not only the perfect control of our shallow rivers, Doi
bays, and coasts, but, if necessary, of tint whole group of ileu
islands contiguous to the continent, l or other purposes thic
= tc«m line-of-hattle ships and floating batteries, on the new Hri
principle ndopled by the English, woultl lie indispensable, big
These, however, would net us our Mncniunian phalanx, or, tog'
when detached, as a bold gladiator on the deep; hut the cm

m Run vessels I have mentioned would prove in our

da either American riflet or Thetralian cavalry.
aving diffidently ventured these remarks.for i aui uo

uhu.upon the tide of public notice, it retuaiiiB for the
ius of my udopted countrymen to correct what may be
meous, or improve what may deserve of it. Their |>alrim,no one can doubt, will do the rest. A. J. G.

From trie Columbus Statesman ami Democrat.
flEW OK DEMOCRATIC FINANCIAL I'OLICV

1837 AND 1864.
here tire very striking points of ditl'ereoca between the
tetary revulsion that commenced in 1830 and that
ch has now suspended the business life of the country.
'hen, the federal und State governments were involved
the general wreck.the former suddenly becoming
krupt, although having millions of paper money in its
sury.
cue, the general and State governments are uncmbared.thecredit and resources of both being ample tor
crisis of peace or war which may happen,
he debts of the States were then nearly as largo as

t, their credit was entirely prostrate; und, in addition,
hud upon their hands giguntie schemes of internal

roveiuents just commenced.
here are now no embarrassments or burdens by the
ral or .Stale governments that arc felt by the ytoplt.
uocratic policy has accomplished this. The States have
rely divorced themselves from all internal-improvement
.'ii«ui; and railroad corporations, stimulated, in many
Alices, to embark in wild and Utopian projects by Iniciousnnd unconstitutional grants of the public don,and counties, cities, Ac., ure now alone the sufferers
n a tempest which, from 1857 to 1843, involved the
te governments, and drove them to the very brink of
udiation.
n 1837 the treasury of the United States broke down,
h its coffers full of bunk rags, aud the government was

ipelled to resort to the miserable expedient of issuing
a-plasters, in the form of treasury notes, to maintain its
Jtencc. In 1851 it has vaults of its own, and they are

id with ample cash means to meet promptly every deadupon the treasury.
'lie aggregate indebtedness, however, on account of raildimprovements, is now much greater than in 1837, Cor
canal, slack-water, and turnpike improvements of that
\ We have no data by which to estimate the amount
this indebtedness, but do not liesititte to say that in
io the debts of counties, cities, and even recently-orii/.edwilderness townships in swamps only fit to be indtedby wild eat banks, cannot be less than fifty milisof dollars. And not a dollar of this immense initednesshas been authorized by laws passed since the
iption of the present constitution. This legacy ol
inty and municipal debt is among the lees of the old
ig regime, which was about the last bequest of the
igs under the old constitution. This financial tempest
painfully destructive, but all interests would have
lded to the blast had it not been for the foresight and
id sense of the democracy of the States of Ohio and
liana, in crushing out this system of stock gitbscripnsby interdicts in their new organic laws,
fhe present constitution of Ohio limits the public debt;
s off plunder-laws by prohibiting the State from becom;
a stockholder in any company or association formed

any purpose whatever; prevents the assumption by
Stntc of these debts of counties, cities, Ac., and infitsthe general assembly from authorizing any counclty,Ac., by vote of its citizens or otherwise, tc

:ome a stockholder in any joint stock company, cor

ation,or association whatever. The constitution ol

liuna, adopted by the democracy of that State in the
ue year, we l>elieve, contains similar restraints. These
ivisions, it will be remembered, were assailed by tin
igs, and what they then predicted its the source o:

n and the arrest of all public improvement will prove
salvation of these .States. Had these constitutions

in defeated, and whig policy prevailed, this systeu
stock subscriptions by the lorn! governments woulc
vc continued, piling up debts beyond the power of tin
umcrntion table to reach, and which would have beet
id as a baiit for FREE BANKING.and now, on tin
it approach of the present storm, the hanks would al
ve been in ruins, and county, city, town, and townshii
vernmonts of the Htatc would have been hurried into tin
yss of bankruptcy and wholesale repudiation. No lion
man of sane mind will gainsay this proposition,

it i3 this railroad mania which bus crowded the systeu
in advance of the wants of the country, which has sun!
llions of money in unproductive schemes, and which ii
w in the market, eomj>eting with the current businesi
the State, offering ruinous rules for money, thereby ag
ivuting and prolonging the existing monetary troubles
,e managers of multitudes of railroad schemes have i
w in their power to save themselves from hopeless bank
[itcy, and afford substantial relief to the country, by post
ning the prosecution of their projects until the wants o

utneree and more propitious times shall call for theii
mplction. I'rging forward unfinished and unproductivi
icmes nt a time like this, when the rates or money am

K>r are so liigh, and when the collection of slock sab

iptions from individuals i<> so diflcult. lin- a power
tendency to prolong existing embarrassments.

In 1837, Mr. Van Bureu, in his message to the extra sesnof Congress, estimated the amount of gold and silvei
the country at $70,000,000 or $80,000,000. Now tin
<iual production? of the California gold mines exceed tin
:ire amount then in the country. The annual product!
the California mines from 18-18 to 1803. inclusive, havi
n as follows:

1848 $58,002
1840 8,10fi,<;78
185 0 48,911,108

185 1 84,434.355
185 2 80,150,000
185 3 09,804,753

fliiis we have as a Imsis to check the force of the press>of 1854 an'annttal supply from a State which, wher

proposition to acquire it was (Irst proposed by a dematicadministration, was declared by whiggery as a dcs:
waste, not worth a dollar.' In addition to this souret

wealth, the foreign immigration lio8 been unprecedented
thin the last year, and has added immensely to tin
alth of the country. To porsue the parallel furlhct
aid make this article of unreadable length. Wc shall reliethe subject again, and only add here that the element!

mnl n .-alth exist in too profuse abundance to permit
t,< i--!-. ve that the present difficulties are to be of long
ration Hank and railroad bubbles will have their end.
tie legitimate business interests of the country will
bin e few weeks have seen their darkest hour.

From the PortHlbxon (Miss ) Reveille

STATE-RIGHTS MEN OF THE NORTH,
sotwitbstanding the fact lliat northern politicians, gtnlly,are hostile to the institution of slavery in the
lth, Btill it is not to he denied tlmt there are some lionhieexceptions to litis remark. There are men in the
rth who, though taught from childhood to believe, as

y do now conscientiously believe, that slavery is a

rnl, social, and political c\ il, nevertheless regard it as a

tion of purely local concern, to he decided upon by
h State for itself. True, they are opposed to it, and
uld vote against its introduction in the States where
y reside; but they arc not disposed to take away the
istitutional right of every sovereign State to settle the
stion. and bear the responsibility of the wrong" foi
If. They know this is a right guarantied to every State
the federal constitution. Although opposed to the

nciple of slavery as an abstract question, still, as

nds to the constitution, they feel hound to sustain
in our constitutional rights as States. This is all tin
ndship we ask of tlieni. As Mr. Clay once said, we

uld not have them pluuge their hands in thuir bosoms
1 tear away their conscientious convictions upon any
stion. The people of the North have the right to think

1 act for themselves, and we claim the same right. They
nk slavery a moral and political evil; therefore they disdit. We think slavery a moral and political blessing
master and slue: therefore we tolerate nnd retain it.
eir decision and action is none of our business; it is a

lit they enjoy under the constitution. Our decision and
ion is none of their business ; jt is a right we enjoy unthoconstitution. And we thank God that there are a

men in the North who take this view of the subject.
; present administration takes this view of it. Senator
jglas, of Illinois, and many others of the incorruptible
aocroey, and memliers of the press of that State, take
view of it. Hon. \. C. Dodge of Iowa, and Messrs.

glit, Lnne, Hendricks, and Pet tit, of Indiana; William
ler. of Pennsylvania; and Disney and Olds, of Ohio;
ether with nuiuy others in New York and other northStates,have been political martyrs to it.

From the Aaleui (Mm.) People* Adrortie.
THK OPPOHITION TO THK ADMINISTRATION.

There have always l>een two parties in this country.one
in favor of the constitution its a democratic republican in|
atrumcut, and the other opposed to it. The former has sustainedour insi.unions through all trying times, has shaped
the policy of our government, has given character to the
Union, and developed our capacity on the principles ftir|
uished by our fathers; the latter commenced its career of
doubt and dissatisfaction, and vtaui ot confidence in our

country and it destiny, as early us the tirot da a u of Ifeodumhere and in some form or another it has continued it
to the present time. The democratic party, which commencedits career in the curliest days of even our colonial
existence, inspired the genius w hich made us a free nation,
and found more tin apostle than a prophet iu the sagacion
and democratic mind of Jefferson. This party exists to.

day,and has retained all those characteristics which it po
segued in its origin, meeting its natural enemies with th
same popular weapons, and, by its unwavering resolution
and constitutional position, throw ing confusion into even

the temporary victories which crow n its opponent*. In tin
vicissitudes of politics th' w isest and host men may suffer
from changes iu popular sentiments. But the principle
still lives; and that which is true and just, Hiul devoted to
the progress aud lio|>es of man, outlasts, with perennial
bloom, all the storms which break over its head.

It is this party and this principle which are represented
by the administration of General Pierce. It is no time
now to talk about personal discontents and the fortunes
which attend the distribution of patronage. That (ptes,tiou has sunk away before the great and important issuej
which hang around the Administration, and depend upon
its xistenee and success. It is important to see wlmt
shape tlift anti-democratic element in this country bus assumedin its attack U|>ou our party, and to ascertain, if

possible, whether any departure from democratic principle,
011 the part of the administration, has furnished cause for
disaffection 011 the part of democrats, or any hope to our

opponents that its policy will one day lie reversed and re|
pudiated.

It is unnecessary in doing this to examine the measures

ot tiie administration. They have been discussed in their
course with all the ingenuity of which frieud and foe are

capable, and it is only necessary new to examine the character0/ the opposition which lias sprung up around us. We
contend that the administration has luenunea itseir, in

every respect, with the spirit of that party of which we

have spoken as devoted to the Union and the constitution,
and the cause of liberty and that all opposition to it
springs from the same source us has always ftirnislied uu

antagonism to ull our republican interests. It is rcmarku.hie that no party has sprung up controlled by an all-per!vading principle in a steady and onward march against
the measures of the administration. There is no party in
this whole Union, the sumo here und elsewhere, North ami
South, presenting a hold and united front against the democracy,and presenting for the consideration ofthe people n policywhich concerns*the whole country, and imbodies any
received or proposed doctrine of the constitution. The oppositionto the administration (and this nreaus, of course, oppositionto the democratic party) is to he found chiefly in
the northern States, and here and there with an individual
at the South whose ambition far outruns his discretion
A heterogeneous mass, deluded in one State by knotvnotbingism,in another by temperance, in auother by abolitionism,in all by madness and faction, has united iu a

common cause, not for a common principle, to break down
the democracy. No point of administration policy fur.uishes these mulcontonts with a lasting issue. Do thev
hung all their hopes upon Nebraska as affording the most
vulnerable opportunity for assault? On this they are just as

likely to be beaten as not. Do they condemn the foreign
policy of the administration? The benefits which go with
it are the strongest refutation of their argument. Do they
ultack the internal management of our government? Its
economy and integrity running through every department, its

I adherence to the constitution, manifested l>y the Executive,
are too evident to admit of any opportunity of rebuke from

, the people. It is not safe, therefore, for the coalition, this
mixed assembly of disappointed and aspiring politicians, to

I rely on a single issue hitherto secured by them. Not on

principle, not as 11 powerful and well-organized party, do
our opponents stand, with their lines stretching from north
to south, and across the continent, and their gallant officer-,
as of old, armed to the teeth with weapons of statesmnnf
like argument and a determined national policy. No Clay
marshals the South, 110 Webster the North, against the
party in power. The might of our foes, which once shed

s
lustre on our contests, is departed. And in the place of
this party, once so great und powerful, once so strong in
its representation of the anti-democratic sentiments of our

country, once worthy of the consideration due a bold and
gallant enemy, we have merely the fanaticism of those who
are willing to listen to misrepresentation,and tolicswepton

A hy those local passions which blind all who are governed by
them to the great interests of our country. That party
which we have spoken of as possessing the antagonism to

I the genius of our government, ana to Uu.' American democracy.from it.- tir-! dawn 011 this continent, stands noit

as the imbodiment of every fanatical and factious sentiment.The opponents of the administration, the mushroomgrowth of the know-nothings, the hot-house pro1....I.,.1:..t,. a:.,.,.a.A

remnants of whiggery, the few and straggling dtsuppointedaspirants, devoid of common sentiment, bound
by no common principle these are the present enemies
of democracy. In their very magnitude consists their
weakness. Behind them stands an array of hopes to be
broken, aspirations to bo disappointed, jealousies to be excited,which will one day rush in and scatter tiie hosts now
flushed with victory. Hound by no higher motive than
selfish gratification, disappointment alone contains explosiveforce enough to blow them to atoms. And this is
sure to l>e their fate.

In the midst of all this ''noise and confusion," deuio'crats have only to stand firm. The fragments which will
ultimately seek a rally ing point must lind it party true to
the constitution, devoted ti> the interests of the country;
neither nnti-<davery nor pro-slavery, but cognizant of the
right- secured 1" the States, and of the obligations existing
in the constitution, and severely just in sustaining them,
They must find a piny with principles us broad as the

*

t'nlon, rretiring t«> all interests the certainty of a powerful
11 government, and n dignified and respected national ex'istcri'-e. true to till, equal in its blessings to all. In finding

its old enemy reduced to the condition of u faction, destroyedl.y it- own inherited elements of disease, occupying
thut very ground to which its anti-republican nature enti!tied it, the democratic party also finds its responsibilities
and duties increased. Now. more than ever, are fidelity to

principle, devotion to the old cause which is worthy of
stu b unw avering regard, confidence in the future, courage
against all the disasters of the present hour, necessary to
insure a renewed position of which every patriot must lie

proud, and to make still more and other .-billing marks in
the annals of democracy. That our party, as a national
organization, will do this, let no man doubt. That tlu
fragmentary and disjointed opposition to the administrationwill full before a united attack, let no man doubt. 1
Their end shall surely come.

Democratic State cokvkxtion or VinoisiA..The fulilowing despatch from Staunton gives tho first day s ]»roreidim of the convention
1--

The Virginia State democratic convention met at Stauntonto-day, and win temporarily organized t>y the selection
', of Col. (ie.ii-^e [tuy lor, of Align-la. eliniruian ; Wm. !'

Kitehieand Itohort W. Hughes secretaries A committee
of one from each district was appointed to nominate |»er.manent otiiccrs, who reported Oscar M. CrutchfieM, of
Spottaylvania, for president, and thirteen vice president!,
and the secretaries as above named.

t'onsidcrablc confusion ensued upon a motion to go into
a nomination for governor, and a long debate took place
upon the rules regulating the easting of the vote,

Mr. Nharkleford moved that the convention do not make i

a nomination for governor or lieutenant-governor unices
the candidates receive a vote sufficient to represent a majorityof the whole democratic vot" of thr State.

Mr. Carnctt offered a substitute that it shall retiuire a

majority of all the votes east to nominate candidates l
for governor, lien tenant-governor, and attornev general 1

Adopted.
This was considered a triumph for Mr. Wise, his party

being the strongest in the convention.
Exciting times are expected to-day, and an effort will

probably i« made further to amend the rules by adopting
the two-thirds rule.
The democratic vote represented in the convention is

) (11,100.
The whole vote of the party in the State is about 70,000.
An Airtrvlian thkat*»,.An iron theatre, ninety feet '

by forty, to be transported to Australia, is lining built in

Manchester, England.

J


